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The article is devoted to the study of education as a factor and a mean of sustainable development of the modern
society. The concept of sustainable development is segregated and viewed by many scientists from all over the world as
perhaps the only real promising possibility of stable development of mankind in contemporary challenges and crises. The
common feature of the approaches developed to understanding and putting into practice the concept of sustainable
development is technotronic and operational orientation to the metaphysical science project, concluding that all the pressing
global problems can be solved within the framework of technotronic-manipulative techniques in the field of economics,
management, development of new technologies, including biological, et al. The crisis of education and changes in social and
cultural life of a mankind are closely interconnected, they strengthen and stipulate each other. Here the leading role is played
by the social and philosophical idea that the education system not only reflects the productive and social and political life of
the society, but can be an important or even decisive factor of its change, its entering the path of sustainable development.
Taking education as a factor in the adaptation of society to the sustainable development should be the main methodological
principle of the reviving strategy globally. Global education is a special metasystem, where the aims of the world education
policy for the solution of global problems are defined and implemented, where specific ties and relations between states and
their educational systems aimed at all-round empowerment of the most effective forms of implementation of tasks of the future
are operated.
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Introduction. The urgency of proper social and philosophical study of education as a factor for
sustainable development provision of the society is caused by to the fact that the system of education
determines the understanding of both axiology of modern education, the ability to influence the formation
of spiritual and moral priorities of the individual and the updating of the stable social development
strategy in the 21 century.

In modern conditions the search for alternative ways of social development, the problem of
consciousness in all its multidimensional adaptation of society to the new reality is ranked among the
most urgent. The concept of sustainable development is segregated and viewed by many scientists from
all over the world as perhaps the only real promising possibility of stable development of mankind in
contemporary challenges and crises.

Education posesses the main part in the process since it gives not only professional skills, but also
lays the foundations of praxeology and axiology, mental and spiritual patterns, reproduces sociality as a
set of mental and cognitive behavioral programs, and mental abilities and cultural activities of a person.

Nowadays the study of education as a major factor of sustainable development of the society and
its adaptation to changes is the most relevant, because such education provides the adaptive capacity of
the society at its different structure levels by training and education of new generations through the
outlook, culture and knowledge, which are formed by the interaction and realized in the direction of
social development.

All these leads to a special urgency of social and philosophical analysis of education as a factor for
sustainable development of society, which requires a joint study of conceptual ideas of education, as well
as the concept of sustainable development of the society both globally and at the level of a single country,
particularly, Ukraine.

Ukrainian and foreign scholars have different opinions regarding the understanding of education
and its role in social development, as well as as for the interaction of society and nature. In general, these
studies are conceptualized as a part of the methodology of modern education.

Social and philosophical understanding of education as an adaptive mechanism of society is
impossible without the influence of a number of rapidly developing trends of global scale. The social role
of education involves not only the transfer of a pragmatic set of "Left Behind" knowledge, skills and
functions, but also the raise of certain personal qualities (commitment, intelligence, philosophy,
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responsibility, activity, creativity), moral guidelines, aimed at the future, in order to give an opportunity to
successfully fit into the evolving structure of social and economic relations.

In the second half of the 20" — early 21 century the profound changes in almost all the levels of
social life have taken place in a result of previous social and historical development of mankind. In this
regard the most important nowadays is the study of the processes of human adaptation to a world based
on knowledge through cognitive mechanisms as well as the explication of the function of social cognitive
adaptation to the modern society of real and potential supernatural world.

Under these conditions, the question of a new understanding of the mission, possition, nature, and
functions of the entire educational sphere as a system of stabilization of the society and at the same time
as a mean of its “designing”; and a new position of a person in the education system, where a person is
the main reason as well as the main consequence of changes, becomes the most important at the situation
of crossroads of adaptation processes of the human community aside degradation or development.

The aim of the paper is to study the place and the role of education as a factor for sustainable
development of modern society.

Urgency of the research. Year 2005 is the year of the decade, the United Nations declared the
decade of Education for Sustainable Development beginning. “Sustainable development meets the needs
of the present without compromising the world for future generations. But how do we teach this?” is
asked in the epigraph to the Newspaper of UNESCO’s Education Sector “Education Today” named
“Educating for tomorrow's world”, which is devoted to the problems of education for sustainable
development [1]. Peter Smith, Assistant Director-General for Education, UNESCO, points out that the
answer to this question is both simple and complex. At first glance, it is obvious that the aim of such
education is “just” to learn to make the world better for us and for future generations, the complexity of
achieving this target is caused by the need to consider economic, social, civil and cultural perspectives. It
is obvious that traditional “disciplinary” principle of education (it is the principle the vast majority — if not
all — specialists are trained in Ukraine) is hardly compatible with the objectives of education for
sustainable development. The most proper considers the principle of “learning-by-doing” which requires
the development of adequate models of communicative practices with taking into account the interaction
between different spheres of social, age and ethnic groups as well as the inevitable interdisciplinarity.

According to the scientific analysis, this problem is urgent in the world. Its solution depends on
the feasibility of an integrated approach to consideration of issues such as the problem of
interdisciplinarity in studies, “active” forms of learning (cooperative learning, project learning, etc.) and
inclusive approaches in education.

The thing is that sustainable development is possible only if its ideas become the part of
consciousness of every person. First of all, it means that it is urgent to overcome the most ancient of
human stereotypes — the stereotype of dividing the world into self and others; as well as overcome social
stereotypes. Here a large, if not a decisive role belongs to the speech, and the main areas designed to
bring it to consciousness of people is the mass media and the system of education, including formal and
informal education. Implementation of the stereotype “self — others” is manifested in opposition of self
subject knowledge as knowledge of the primary, true, important; and interdisciplinary knowledge as
derived, ephemeral, unimportant (and even harmful) knowledge. Such a vision results in an
underdeveloped interdisciplinary training, irrelevant specialties and programs, in the absence of effective
mechanisms of implementation of interdisciplinary ties.

The stereotype “self — others” prevents the spread of outward-oriented active learning and results
in the contraction of the professional and civil liability and their uncorrelation with the tasks facing
modern society, the most important of which is sustainable development. World practice solves this
problem by developing versatile partnership, involving educational organizations, as well as
implementing the concept of learning communities and learning regions.

Global crises of human development can not be overcome only with the help of technotronic
means and methods (technical, technological, economic, managerial etc.), it is topical to change the
mentality of people, their ideological and axiological life imperatives. It is reasonable that in these
circumstances the attention of scientists is attracted by the problem of adaptation not only of the whole
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society on a global scale, but also of individual countries and social institutions, as well as certain social
groups, especially young generation.

The crisis of education and changes in social and cultural situation are closely interconnected, they
strengthen and stipulate each other. Indeed, earlier in historical retrospect education provided continuous
transmission of cultural universals from generation to generation. Nowadays, in the upcoming conditions
of total alienation of a human, the forms of modern education are caused by such alienation, and they do
not provide any methods and means to overcome and adapt that is related to the installation of the global
context. In other words, the awareness of the causes of the crisis in education and the search for the
mechanisms of adaptation to modern society are closely linked to changes.

Dialectical approach to the problems of society and education adaptation can be specified by
means of cybernetic epistemology in the way of simulation models development that can not only clarify
the current understanding of the adaptation, in a way adequate to public consciousness of the modern
world, but have the scientific and heuristic value as well. Science and heuristic value of these models is
defined by the fact that they allow us to identify not only common features in the specifics of dialectical
interaction between education and society, but also special features, for instance, the types of feedback
and their hierarchy. This dialectics of the universal and the particular is manifested in the fact that the
adaptation of society’s problems to be solved (or that should be solved) by means of education has a
global nature i.e. is universal, though it is manifested in actions and minds of each single person. At the
same time, the level of special (region) is an intermediate level, by means of which the relationships
between the universal (global) and specific (each person) are caused [3].

Concept analysis. The concept “sustainable development” is the result of the prolonged research
of scientists on the problem of how to avoid the possibility of environmental shocks, the emergence and
development of which was noticeable in the way of further expansion of the economy of market
fundamentalism. The common feature of the approaches developed to understanding and putting into
practice the concept of sustainable development in different countries is technotronic and operational
orientation to the metaphysical project, concluding that all the pressing global problems can be solved
within the framework of technotronic-manipulative approach in the field of economics, management,
development of new technologies, including biological, et al.

The analysis of the concept of sustainable development should be carried out within the
framework of distinction between the two systems of theorizing (metaphysical and dialectical), since the
very emergence of the modern crisis is a consequence of a fundamentalist following to one of these
projects, precisely metaphysical. As a consequence, the existing criteria for sustainable development are
formulated, mainly in the categories of metaphysical project, i.e. society and the economy management
according to the will of the ruling elite, further subordination of nature and society to the will of
managers, solving the problems of one part of the world at the expense of other regions and countries, etc.
As part of a dialectical type of rationality the sustainable society is a society of improving the public
relations at all levels: economic, political, administrative, cultural, educational, spiritual, etc., improving
the relations between regions and countries, and finaly, improving the relations globally in harmony and
synergy between a human and nature. In this sense the concept of sustainable development is human-
oriented and socially-oriented, directed to the future to preserve the social and cultural diversity and
excellence, reducing the number of devastating conflicts, rather than to the local patching of present
problem areas. Sustainable development of the society which is understood as a move towards perfection
is a continuous, ongoing development of the society in which education contributes to the possibility of
maintaining its integrity (sustainability), effecting the spiritual and moral priorities of the individual, the
reality of shared intellectual and cultural space of society, both at the level of a separate state, and the
global level.

The mechanisms of the stability of society can be understood as the perfection of social relations
and lies in the fields of culture, morality, and education and training. As a result, the core of the
sustainability of society is education, which forms the spiritual and moral values and the full range of
practical knowledge and skills, including technology possessed by humanity today, that aim at the social
relations perfection development. Education is one of the major social institutions on which the formation
of the society of sustainable development as a society of committed relationship depends, because it lays

15



Advanced Education Issue 4/ 2015

the formation of a specialist along with general social behavioral patterns of a person, the aspiration to
liberal chaos either to the perfection of a human and the society.

Here the leading role is played by the social and philosophical idea that the education system not
only reflects the productive and social and political life of the society, but can be an important or even
decisive factor of its change, its entering the path of sustainable development. Taking education as a
factor in the adaptation of the society to the sustainable development should be the main methodological
principle of the reviving strategy not only in Ukraine, but globally. Indeed, global education is a special
metasystem, where the aims of the world education policy for the solution of global problems are defined
and implemented, where specific ties and relations between states and their educational systems aimed at
all-round empowerment of the most effective forms of implementation of tasks of the future are operated.
National education affects a range of topical issues that arise within individual education systems in the
specific social-economic areas of the world or large states. Problems of national education, in essence, do
not go beyond the individual regions, and their solving is within the capabilities and competence of the
educational policy of the state and the authorities of the region. Philosophical understanding of education
comes from the fact that the core of education is a person acting as a liaison of all social changes. In
relation to a person the task of education is the breading of certain personal qualities, moral guidelines, in
order to give a person the opportunity to successfully adapt, to fit into the evolving structure of social and
economic relations.

Subject to the criteria of adaptability in the analysis of education allows to answer the question:
what constitutes a quality of education as a factor in the move of society towards sustainable
development? If the education system successfully performs the adaptation function in relation to the
individual, social group, the citizens of a particular country and, finally, the entire international
community, such a system has a certain quality of education, aimed at the future transition to a society of
sustainable development, understood as excellence [2].

Specifics of education. At the global level education is aimed at the adaptation of the society to
the natural and social changes. Global level determines the specificity of a separate one (adaptation of
separate states) and specifies, implements it in the individual (adaptation of a group, an individual). As
the categories of global, separate and the individual are inseparable, and the difference in them is quite
relative, they are mutually transformed into one another, and the purpose of adapting the system of
education to an individual, a state and the society are interrelated and interdependent.

Modern specificity of education as a factor for sustainable development of the society is the
axiologisation of education. The axiologisation of global education area means an updated priority of
value grounds of the modern education. The axiologisation of global education reflects one of efforts of
the society to adapt to rapid changes and to find the way to a new civilization (the society for sustainable
development). The axiologisation of global education in the social move towards the sustainable
development implies the need to move from the model of “Left Behind” education suited to the stage of
unstable development of civilization, to a system model of advanced education which is adequate to the
sustainable development goals and implements its principles.

The axiologisation of global education area can contribute to the intensive search for a new model
of education, which would be consistent with the objectives of the future civilization, based on the fact
that the main purpose of education system is the orientation into survival of all mankind. The required
system goal of the axiologisation of global education area is the improvement and broadening of the
scope of education and culture of people, which is the most important means of adaptation and survival of
human in the world, that can make our development safe and sustainable. These are a social and cultural,
a humanitarian and educational coping mechanisms that must displace and outstrip the most common
now technocratic mechanism in which the main way
out of the ecological crisis is seen only in the creation of ecological friendly techniques
and technology [2].

Conclusions. The search of human civilization development strategy in the conditions of modern
challenges imposes new quality requirements for the study of the place and the role
of education in modern society. Thus, it is no coincidence that among modern research the
number of works, devoted to the analysis of various aspects of education, increased significantly.
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The ontological feature of education as a factor for sustainable development of the society is that
between the society and the education there is a dialectical interaction in the form of reciprocal social
relations and, therefore, education is both a consequence and a cause in society adaptation processes.
With the regard to the sustainable development of the society this means that education plays a pivotal
role in shaping the world of sustainable development and the mainstreaming of social institutions for
sustainable development. Education as one of the main factors for adaptation of society in modern
conditions contributes to the formation of a new ideological horizon of an individual, which is reflected in
the preservation of national values and sensitivity to the valuesof other cultures, makes it possible to
adopt new social practices and use them in practice.
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T. II. T'oy0. Posb ocBiTH B KOHIeNIIi CTAT0r0 PO3BUTKY CYCHIJIBCTBA

CratTs npUCBSIYEHA JTOCHIPKEHHIO SIBUIIA OCBITH SIK (hakTopa Ta 3aco0y CTANoro po3BHTKY Cy4aCHOTO CyCHIIBCTBA.
3a cy4acHHX peaslii MOCTIHHOrO BHMHMKHEHHs CYCHUIBHUX NpOOJeM 1 KpWU3 KOHLEMIis CTaloro PO3BHTKY BHUBYAETHCS Ta
BU3HAYAEThCS OaraThMa BUEHMMH 3 YChOTO CBITY SIK UM HE €IMHA pealibHa NEPCHEeKTHBa CTaOlIBHOIO PO3BUTKY JIOACTBA.
CHilbHOIO PUCOI0 PO3POOJIEHUX MiJXOMIB J0 BH3HAYEHHS Ta BIPOBA/KEHHS y IMPAKTHKY KOHIEMIII CTaJOr0 pPO3BUTKY
CYCIHIJIbCTBA € TEOpisl, sSKa CTBEPKYE, IO BCI HaraibHI INI00AJIbHI MPOOJIEMH MOXYTh OYyTH BHPpIlIEHI 3a JOMOMOIO0
3aCTOCYBaHHS iIHHOBAIIHHUX TEXHOJOTIH y Tany3l eKOHOMIKH, MEHEIDKMEHTY, €KOJIOrii, MPOMHCIIOBOCTI Ta iH. Kpu3a ocBiTH i
3MiHU B COLIANBHOMY 1 KYJABTYPHOMY >KHTTI JIFOJICTBA TICHO B3a€MOIIOB'SI3aHi, BOHH € B3a€EMO3aJIKHUMH. B 1IbOMY acriekTi
MIPOBIJIHY POJIb Bifirpae coriainbHo-(inocodcebka ifes mpo Te, 10 CUCTEMa OCBITH HE JIMIIE BiJJI3ePKAJIOE EKOHOMIYHE Ta
COLIIAJIbHO-TIONITUYHE JKUTTS CYCIUIBCTBA, alle i MOKe OyTM BaXKJIMBUM a00 HaBiTh BUpIMIAJIBHUM (AKTOPOM HOro
YIOCKOHAJICHHS, 1[0 JIO3BOJIUTH 3IIHCHUTH EBONIOLIMHUN Mepexill y HampsMy CTajoro pO3BHTKY CYCIUIbCTBAa. BU3HaHHS
OCBITH $IK OCHOBHOro (hakTopy Ta 3aco0y ajanrtaiii CycHiJIbCTBAa JIO CTaJIOTO0 PO3BUTKY IIOBHHHO OYTH T'OJIOBHUM
METO/IOJIONIYHUM TIPHHIMIIOM CTpaTerii BiAPODKEHHs B TioOaibHOMY Macmitabi. [mobaiibHa OCBiTa € Crieliaxi30BaHo
METaCHCTEMOI0, B SIKil I[iJII MOMITUKU (OPMYBAHHS Ta AiSUIBHOCTI CBITOBOTO OCBITHHOT'O IPOCTOPY Y MUTAHHSX BHUPIIICHHS
rJ100aJbHUX MPOOJIEM BHU3HAYAIOTh 1 CTBOPIOIOTH KOHKPETHI 3B'SI3KM MIX JIep)KaBaMH Ta TXHIMH OCBITHIMH CHCTEMaMu, IO
CIPSIMOBAaHI Ha BceOluHe PO3IIMPEHHS TIPaB 1 MOMXIIMBOCTEH HAaHOLIbII eeKTUBHUX (popM peajtizaiii AisIbHOCTI, CIPSIMOBAHOT
Ha rapMOHI3AIIiI0 TEXHOJIOTIYHOI'0 PO3BHUTKY JIIOJICTBA, CYCHIJILCTBA Ta IPHUPOH.

Koarwouosi ciioBa: cranuii po3BUTOK, OCBiTa, CBITOBHI OCBITHIHM MPOCTIP, CYCHIIBLCTBO.

T. IL. T'ony0. Posb o0pa3oBaHusi B KOHUENIINU YCTOHYMBOI0 pa3BUTUS 0011IecTBA

CTaTbhs TOCBAIIEHA HCCIENOBAaHUIO NpoOneM oOpa3oBaHMS Kak (pakTopa M CpeacTBa YCTOHYMBOTO DAa3BUTHUSA
COBpEeMEHHOro oduiecTBa. KoHIenuus ycToiMYrBOro pa3BUTHs UCCIIENYeTCsl MHOTUMHU YYEHBIMH CO BCET'0 MUPA, KaK, HOXKayH,
eIMHCTBEHHAs peaJibHas IIEPCIIEKTHBA CTAOMIBHOTO Pa3BUTHS YEIOBEUECTBA B YCIOBUSIX COBPEMEHHBIX IPOOIEM M KPU3HUCOB.
Kpusuc o0pa3zoBaHusi W W3MEHEHHS B COIMAIBHONM M KyJbTYPHOM JKM3HHM YEIOBEYECTBA TECHO B3aMMOCBS3aHBI. 37€ECh
BEAYLIYI0 pPOJIb HWIPAlOT COLMANbHO-(pmiocodckue uaen O TOM, YTO CHCTEMa OOpa30BaHUS HE TOJBKO OTpakaer
TIPON3BOJICTBEHHYIO M COLIMATBHO-TIOIMTHIECKYIO KHU3Hb OOIIECTBA, HO M MOXKET OBITh pEeIIaonuM (akToOpoM €€ H3MEHEHNUS B
HAIPaBJICHUH yCTOWYMBOTO Pa3BUTHA. [ TOOANBHBIA MOAXOA B OOpa30BaHHWU SIBISETCS OCOOOH METacHCTEMOW, B KOTOPOH
OIIPEIETISIIOTCST LIEMU MOJIUTUKIA MHPOBOTO 00pa3oBaHMA Ui PEUICHUS TTI00ATIBHBIX MPOOIEM M PEalu3yloTCs KOHKPETHBIE
CBSI3M W OTHOIIGHHWA MEXIy TOCyAapcTBaMH M HMX 00pa30BaTENbHBIMU CHCTEMaMH, HAIIPaBICHHBIMH Ha BCECTOPOHHEE
pa3BUTHE JTUIHOCTH B TAPMOHHUH C OKPYXKAIOIINM €€ MUPOM.

KnroueBble c10Ba: ycTolunBOe pa3BUTHE, 00pa3oBaHNE, MUPOBOE 00pa30BaTEIbHOE TPOCTPAHCTBO, OOIIIECTBO.
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